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教  案

周    次 第    周，第    次课 授课时间 年    月    日

授课章节 Part Four The Paragraph : Ways of Developing Paragraphs (4)

本（章）节

授课方式
课堂讲授（√）  实践课（  ） 教学时数 2

本

（
章
）

节

教

学

目

标

1. To help student to plan a paragraph

2. To help student grasp the two ways of developing paragraph: development 

by classification and by definition

3. To help students to write paragraphs by using the two ways

授

课

要

点

教

学

重

点

和

难

点

Key Points:

1. The methods of two kinds

A. Development by classification 

B. Development by definition 

Difficult Points:

1. The advice and principle for classification

2. The three types of definition 

思考题

或

作  业

1. Review what has been discussed.
2. Finish the exercises in the textbook.
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教学内容与组织安排

Part Four The Paragraph : Ways of Developing Paragraphs (4)
Teaching Focus: Development by classification and by definition
Time Allotment:  Lead-in                              7minutes

               Development by Classification            20minutes

               Practice                              15 minutes

Development by definition               20 minutes

Practice                               15minutes

Combination of development              10 minutes

              Assignment                            3 minutes

Teaching Procedures:

I. Lead-in 

Question

How many kinds of blood type are there? 

Which type are you?

Activity

There are 34 students. Could you divide you into several groups according some principle?

II．Development by Classification

1.Definition 

To classify is to sort things into categories according to their characteristics. We classify many 

things: trees, rivers, cities, companies, college students. We group things according to their similarities 

and differences. 

Classification is to split one thing into several parts, indicating that part of the overall 
relationship. Typically, begin with the total class , and then separate parts - Enumerate some 
or all of the classification

Example 

If we classify rivers, we separate them into wide ones, narrow ones, long ones, short ones, deep 

ones, shallow ones. 

Apples may be classified according to size, place of origin, color, price, or quality.

 If we classify types of sports, we may speak of track and field events, swimming, ball games, 

gymnastics, etc. 

If we classified sports into jumping, ball games, running, floor exercise and backstroke, we would 

violate parallelism, for ball games should be considered a general category, while jumping and running 

are subcategories of the track and field events; gymnastics is a general category, and floor exercise a 

particular form of it. 

Model paragraph

There are two kinds of memory：short-term and long-term．Information stored in the long-term 

memory can be recalled at a later time when it is needed．The information may be kept for days or 

weeks．In contrast，information stored in the short-term memory is kept for only a few minutes，

usually by repeating the in formation over and over

2. The importance of definition 

Classification is the most basic development , because other ways is the subordination  of it.
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The listing method is a basic method of writing, the other method is a further extension of this 
method 
3. The structure of this development 

The first sentence of paragraph highlighted in the theme → cited content → ( draw a 

reasonable conclusion )
示范段落

There are three basic kinds of materials that can be found in any good library．First，there are 

books on all subjects，both in English and in many other languages．These books are organized 

according to subject，title，and author in a central filing system called card catalog．Books can 

generally be checked out of the library and taken home for a period of two to four weeks．Second，

there are reference materials，which include encyclopedias，dictionaries，bibliographies，atlases，

etc．and which generally must be used in the library itself．Third，there are periodicals—magazines，

news－papers，pamphlets—which are filed alphabetically in racks or which have been micro－filmed 

to conserve space．Like reference works，periodicals cannot usually be removed from the library．

Analysis of the model paragraph

Topic paragraph：There are three basic kinds of materials that can be found in any good library．

Classifier：kinds

Listing Signals：first，second，third

Categories：

     1．books on all subjects

    2．reference materials

    3．periodicals

4. Advice

1）All the categories should result from the same Principle.

√people: man, woman (sex)

√People: with glasses, not with glasses (glasses)

√People: fat, thin, slim….(body)

√People: tall, middle, short….(height)

×people: man, fat, tall

Examples

Page 104

Book owners

There are three kinds of book owners. The first has all the standard sets and best-sellers - unread, 

untouched. (This deluded individual owns woodpulp and ink, not books.) The second has a great many 

books - a few of them read through, most of them dipped into, but all of them as clean and shiny as the 

day they were bought. (This person would probably like to make books his own, but is restrained by a 

false respect for their physical appearance.) The third has a few books or many - every one of them

dog-eared and dilapidated, shaken and loosened by continual use, marked and scribbled in from front 

to back. (This man owns books.)

2 Sub- categories must be non- inclusive 
Classification must comply with the classification rules, the classification of objects with a 
uniform property , in accordance with the same classification criteria and classification of 
mutually exclusive , and does not include each other ( of Parallelism )

People: man, woman, old woman.
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All of the subclasses should be on the same level.

Examples

Find out the one does not belong to the group.

the series comedy, drama, action/adventure, and westerns, 

the last of these items, westerns, does not belong because it is on a lower level--that is, it is a 

subclass of action/adventure. 

Likewise, sophomores (a subclass of undergraduates) does not belong in the series 

undergraduates, graduate students, extension students. 

3) the classification must be complete
If the sub-category is incomplete , the classification made in vain Example Page 104

You should treat all subclasses that are significant and relevant to your discussion and include 

enough subclasses to make your point, with no important omissions and no overlapping categories. 

Example 

According to Xiao Li, the fifteen students in his class fall into three groups. Seven of them work 

hard and study well. They always get good marks in examinations and are often praised by the 

teachers. Li calls them “good students”. The monitor, the secretary of the Youth League branch, and 

the captain of the class volleyball team, are quick in finding out what their fellow students are 

interested in or what they should do as a group. They always organize proper activities at the proper 

time, so Li calls them “good organizers”. Four other students are very kind to their classmates, always 

ready to lend them a helping hand. They help to clean the classroom and the corridor even when they 

are not on duty. Li says that they are “good fellows”. “What about yourself?” someone asks him. “I’m 

a group by myself—a good observer.”

4) Use familiarity methods of arrangement
Authors often arrange the order of classification according to familiarity to the readers. Usually 
first discuss most familiar to the readers, and then a step-by-step discussion of the familiar.
In the statement of a series of facts or opinions size of the various elements of the relative 
importance of the dangers of methods has arranged in accordance with a logical order
5) Use of classification words and listing symbols
Experienced writers often use the class of words introduced takes the class , then use the list 
in the classification of the symbols indicate that almost class

kind，type，group，thought，way，class，part，element，factor，aspect，division，characteristic，

subdivision，reasons，category

Read Example 1

According to Xiao Li, the fifteen students of his class fall into three groups. Seven of them work 

hard and study well. They always get good marks in examinations and are often praised by the 

teachers. Li calls them "good students." The monitor, the secretary of the Youth League branch, and 

the captain of the class volleyball team, are quick in finding out what their fellow students are 

interested in or what they should do as a collective. They always organize proper activities at the 

proper time, so Li calls them "good organizers." Four other students are very kind to their classmates, 

always ready to lend them a helping hand. They help to clean the classroom and the corridor even 

when they are not on duty. Li says that they are "good fellows." "What about yourself?" someone asks 

him. "I'm a group by myself - a good observer."

Example 2
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Every educated person has at least two ways of speaking his mother tongue. The first is that which 

he employs in his family, among his familiar friends, and on ordinary occasions. The second is that 

which he uses in discoursing on more complicated subjects, and in addressing persons with whom he 

is less intimately acquainted. It is, in short, the language which he employs when he is 'on his dignity,' 

as he puts on evening dress when he is going to dine.

Exercise 1

Study the following words and divide them into groups, giving a name to each of the groups.

brother    jump    strong    green

garden    weak     house    lawyer

healthy    soldier    forest    sing

city       village     intelligent  beautiful

biology  thoughtful  sleep   difficult

Exercise 2

In the blank before each of the following sentences, write G if it is a statement of 

GENERALIZATION or C if it is a statement of CLASSIFICATION.

______ (1) Democracy is a state of mind.

______ (2) Some sports require as high a degree of eye-mind-hand coordination as brain surgery.

______ (3) Gamblers fall into several classes, depending upon what their stakes are.

______ (4) Students should not be allowed to smoke in the classroom.

______ (5) Many aspects of the American character can be attributed to the American frontier.

______ (6) United States history as reflected by the concentration of people in cities can be divided 

into two clearly distinguishable periods.

______ (7) A number of foreign countries were directly involved in U.S. territorial expansion.

______ (8) A wild stallion is powerful and fierce.

______ (9) Everyone has three kinds of "friends" he wants to forget.

III. Practice

Choose one of the following subjects as the basis for a classification essay:

Music                 Fast Food              Vacations                               

College Courses   Pets            Parties                          

Advertisements                 Shoppers

Fiction                      Teachers     Attitudes toward exercise      TV shows 

IV. Development by Definition（下定义）

1. Definition 

Sometimes, to avoid confusion or misunderstanding, we have to define a word, term, or concept 

which is unfamiliar to most readers or open to various interpretations.

Definition is to explain the object or it is a clear concept . This is a scientific and rigorous 
description is to explain what something is , not what . To write down the definition of a 
paragraph , usually concepts or things you want to define a large category , and then explain 
things and other things in the same category is any different . Defined method to be used as 
promote paragraph auxiliary methods .
Is sometimes necessary to use specific examples or unknown and known things to compare 
and contrast , or by a detailed description of the features, functions to extend the paragraphs, 
which is what we call the method of interpretation or definition of law

How can we define?
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Three basic ways:

 1)To give a synonym, 

 2 )To use a sentence( often with an attribute clause), 

 3) And to write a paragraph or even an essay.

(1) Synonyms:

For instance:

To mend means to repair.

 A fellow is a man or a boy.

Exercise:

   air contamination

   car collision

   sadness

(2) Sentence 

Definition Method: accurate and brief describle the essential characteristics of an object or 
concept , 

(I) the short definition .
Definition : the first statement explain the definition of the group it belongs , and finally 
describe it is different with other groups

“Pardon” is an action of a court or ruler forgiving a person for an illegal act and giving freedom 

from punishment.

“Excuse" is the reason, whether true or untrue, given when asking to be forgiven for absence, 

wrong behavior, a fault, etc.

E.g.: Ink is colored water which we use for writing.

( Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English )

Classification
Usually place the concepts or things you want to define into a category，

Attitude

Feeling

Belief

Furniture

Instrument

Tool

Then describe it is different with other groups
Which/that

Of 

(3) Paragraph or Essay 

Extend the definition : only one or two sentences to explain the extended definition itself 
can become an article, usually under the definition of more complex or abstract statement is 
different from the short definition , and explain methods include
 (1) provides examples to illustrate ; one - upmanship
(2) lists of its significant features and characteristics ; pencil
(3) the historical development of empirical ; opium
(4) to compare and contrast the way to explain ; optimism
(5) The first clear in other classes , and then one by one for each type of difference ; 
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transportation
One-upmanship is the art of impressing other people. You are “one up” on someone if you have 

said something impressive, something that makes the other person feel inferior. At the beginning of 

this year, I met three new students who all knew the art of one-upmanship. One said that his brother 

was a lieutenant in the Marine Corps. The other told me that he had been at a school that had its own 

fully equipped television studio. The third had just come from an exclusive prep school（私立学校）  

in New England. To play the game, I should have thought of an answer that would put me “one up” in 

turn. To the first, I should have replied that my uncle is the adjutant to the Commanding General of the 

Corps. To the second, I should have said that our school has an electronically operated language lab. 

To the third, I should have said that my father is a professor at Harvard. Unfortunately, none of those 

things is true.

List the obvious features:

A pencil is an instrument for writing on paper．It is of cylindrical shape and can be held between 

the first two fingers of the hand．It is about 6 inches long and 1／4 inch wide．At the end there is 

usually an eraser attached to the pencil by a surrounding metal band．Lead is the material which is 

used in making the marks on the paper，and a sharpener is needed to keep the pencil in good working 

order．Pencils are made of various kinds of wood．

Sample 1

What is a woman?  A woman is a female by denotation, but the connotations are almost 

limitless.  A woman is a marvelous creation designed for multiple applications.  From her 

controversial beginnings in the Garden of Eden, to her place in modern culture, woman has never been 

without her critics.  Despite being blamed for the downfall of man, woman has managed to survive 

right along with her male counterpart.  A woman may be classified in many ways:  as a mother, a 

daughter, a sister or friend; as a laborer or a professional; but, in recent years, women have become 

harder and harder to classify by their roles or their careers.  Instead, a woman may be described as a 

nurturing, but she is also competitive and a risk-taker.  She must be tough and resilient as well as 

living up to her reputation for tenderness and softness.  She has fought to overcome old stereotypes of 

hysteria and emotional outbursts.  Modern culture requires women to be savvy, well-educated, 

nurturing and self-supporting.  No free rides for this modern female.  A woman, however, no matter 

how accomplished and well-rounded is not a man.  She does not crave the remote control, she does 

not engage in "testerone tests" shouldering her opponents out of the way!  No, though able to compete 

with the best, she is always conscious of bringing friends (and enemies) to a higher level.  The future 

looks good for woman.  She is a traditional part of the past, a worthy participant in the present, and a 

dynamic force for the future.

4. Certain principles

First, we should avoid circular definition

E.g. 1) Democracy is the democratic process

       2) An astronomer is one who studies astronomy.

"Democracy is the democratic process" and "An astronomer is one who studies astronomy" are 

circular definitions. When words are defined in terms of themselves, no one's understanding is 

improved.

Second

We should avoid long lists of synonyms if the term to be defined is an abstract one.

 When a paragraph begins with "By imagination, I mean the power to form mental images of 
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objects, the power to form new ideas, the gift of employing images in writing, and the tendency to 

attribute reality to unreal things, situations and states," the reader knows the writer is picking up words 

and expressions from a dictionary, indiscriminately blasting a load of abstract terms at the reader in the 

hope that one will hit.

Third

we should avoid loaded definition .—Not explain, but express emotional approval.

 Loaded definitions do not explain terms but make an immediate appeal for emotional approval. A 

definition like "By state enterprise I mean high cost and poor efficiency" is loaded with pejorative 

emotional connotation. Conversely, "By state enterprise I mean one of the great blessings of 

democratic planning" is loaded with favorable emotional connotation. Such judgments can be vigorous 

conclusions to a discussion, but they lead to argument, not clarification, when offered as definitions.

Page 142 

actually, indeed, in fact, in other words, namely, that is, that is to say, in explanation, in definition 

5. Read the good examples

A "liberated woman" is simply a woman who controls her own life, rather than allowing it to be 

controlled by other people, traditions, or expectations. A "liberated woman" can be found pursuing any 

line of work, including housework, or no work at all. She may or may not be married; she may or may 

not have borne children. She may belong to any race; she may have attained any age. She may be poor 

or wealthy, educated or illiterate. She need have only one trait in common with her "liberated sisters": 

she makes her own choices, whether they be the colors on her walls or the advanced degrees she seeks. 

She acts of her own volition, responsible to herself, and not out of fear of what her mother, lover, or 

neighbor might say.

Example 2

A kachina doll is a small, carved, wooden, humanlike representation of the supernatural beings 

worshiped by the Hopi Indians. Kachinas are not gods: as their name denotes, Ka for respect and china 

for spirit, they are respected spirits of the dead, of mineral, plant, bird, animal, and human entities. 

Kachinas are not gods, but rather they are intermediaries or messengers to the gods. In the polytheistic 

Hopi society, all plants and animals, as well as some inanimate things, have spirits which the Hopi 

visualize in human form. When a Hopi goes to gather yucca roots to use as shampoo, he prays to the 

spirit of the first plant he finds and passes it by gathering the second one. When he goes hunting, he 

prays to the spirit of the game and apologizes for having to take its life. Thus the spirits of men, 

animals, and plants are the kachinas most often carved into kachina dolls.

V. Development by a Combination of Methods

We have discussed quite a few methods for developing paragraphs. Sometimes only one of them 

is used in a paragraph, but often two or three of them are used in the same paragraph. Writers may find 

it necessary to use a combination of methods in order to present their ideas in an impressive and 

convincing manner.

Example 1

Kin-tay often told Kizzy stories about himself. He said that he had been near his village in Africa, 

chopping wood to make a drum, when he had been set upon by four men, overwhelmed, and 

kidnapped into slavery. When Kizzy grew up and became a mother, she told her son these stories, and 

he in turn would tell his children. His granddaughter became my grandmother, and she pumped that 

saga into me as if it were plasma, until I knew by rote the story of the African, and the subsequent 

generational wending of our family through cotton and tobacco plantations into the Civil War and then 



9

freedom.

Analysis 

Two methods are clearly seen in this paragraph: development by time and development by cause 

and effect.

Example 2

The Eastern religious movements [in the United States] are made up almost exclusively of white, 

educated, middle- and upper-middle-class young people. Most have at least begun college, although 

some have dropped out after a year or two. Men and women seem to participate in fairly equal 

numbers, but men control the leadership groups. There is no predominance of any particular regional 

background, although more of the devotees seem to come from urban than from rural areas, probably 

because the movements are generally based in cities.

Analysis 

This paragraph is mainly developed by means of detail: sentences 2-4 give some details 

explaining the first sentence, which is a general statement. At the same time, there is classification in 

the paragraph. The devotees are composed of young people studying at college and those who have 

dropped out, men and women, people from cities and people from rural areas.

VI. Practice

Exercise on Page 142   

VII. Assignment 

1. Review all the ways for paragraphs development.

2. Preview Part 5

3. Finish the exercise on the book.


